


What Is the RNLI?
The RNLI is a charity which saves 
lives at sea. It has over 300 
lifeboats and additional hovercraft.

The RNLI is a 24-hour lifeboat 
search and rescue service around 
the UK and Ireland.

The letters stand for Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution.



Lifeboats
Different lifeboats are needed depending on the location and type of 
rescue. There are two kinds of lifeboats: all-weather and inshore.

All-weather Lifeboat



All -Weather Lifeboats
ÅCan travel at high speeds
ÅSafe to use in varying weather conditions 
ÅSelf-righting after capsizing
ÅFitted with navigation, communication and location equipment
ÅCrew size of around 6 - 7 people
ÅRange from 11 - 17 metres in length

All-weather Lifeboat



Inshore Lifeboat

Inshore Lifeboats
ÅUsed nearer to the shore where the water is shallow
ÅUsed near to cliffs, rocks or in caves
ÅRange from 4 - 9m in length
ÅCrew of 2 - 4 people



Hovercraft
Hovercrafts are useful in areas which are inaccessible to lifeboats, such 
as mud flats.

RNLI Hovercraft


