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Dear Parents/Carers,
Well after news the from Public Health of increasing restrictions and a close monitoring of cases within the borough, I know we
are all feeling a little bit of unsureness as we head into this half term towards Christmas. However, the joy of working with children is the resilience and happiness they bring to us all. We will continue to work with our established routines in school, keeping
the health, safety and well being of our staff, children and whole community at the forefront and maintaining our teaching and
learning and high expectations. We of course, will keep fully informed with yourselves in relation to any changes and developments once we receive them. I aim to spread positivity with my newsletter and share some of the wonderful things that have been
taking place across the past month.
We spent our staff training day being trained with our new phonics approach that we are beginning to implement and will implement fully from January 2022. I say “new” but actually many of the Power Phonics elements are what we have been using in
part, however in our constant efforts to improve, develop and evolve we are implementing the full Power Phonics approach across
school that will also impact on reading, writing and spelling. We will be sharing parent information sessions around this approach
(hopefully face to face) but again it will be a watch and wait across this term. We are very excited!
A new half term and new learning questions begin for each year group. Reception “What is a celebration?”, Year 1 “Why can’t a
penguin live near the equator?” and “Why are there so many leaves on the ground?” and Year 2 “What would an alien find
exciting about our village/country?” and “Could an animal survive in space?”
Parents’ Evening chats will be conducted over the coming two weeks. I hope you find these useful discussions about how your
child has settled in to school, their new year group, what we are working on with your child in school and how you can best
support your child at home too. As always, short target slips will have come home with your child which are helpful pointers of
things we are working on in class to help your child progress.
Poppy Day will be discussed in school as always, at an age appropriate level and on Thursday 11th November at 11am, each
class will take part in a 1 minute’s silence. The school council have been super helpful sharing the poppies and items around
school from the monies sent in—thank you.
Anti Bullying week will take place from Monday 15th November and we will be spending time across the week discussing kindness, friendships, co-operation and working together. As a Kidsafe school, we follow the principles of keeping ourselves safe and
this will be revisited with the children too. We ask that on Friday 19th November, each child can come in to school wearing odd
socks for the day, to celebrate differences in a fun manner!
We are all looking forward to the term ahead! We know it’s going to be a busy one indeed!

Best wishes,
Miss Holt

A few Diary Dates coming up…
·
·
·
·
·
·

W/B 8th November—Parents Evening Phone calls
Friday 12th November—Children in Need Day—Wear spots and dots!
Saturday 13th—World Kindness Day—we will celebrate this day on Monday 15th
W/B 15th November—Parents Evening Phone calls
W/B 15th November—Anti Bullying Week in school.—Friday 19th—Odd Sock Day in school
Monday 16th November—Wear odd socks to school day! Let’s celebrate everyone’s uniqueness!

Children in Need 2021

Miss Holt loves a quote!

On Friday 12th November, to celebrate Children in
Need 2021, children can come into school wearing
spots/dots as well as any Pudsey accessories! Bring
in the deely boppers, badges and
anything else to make us smile!
Donations to Children in Need can
be made on Parent Pay for any
parent/care who wishes to
contribute to this charity..

Keeping Fit and Keeping Moving!
Within school we feel it is really important to keep our children as physically
active as possible across the week. We have dedicated PE times that are
taught by class teachers or specialist sports coaches in school that the staff
support with alongside. Alongside this we have lunchtime clubs, twice a week
(currently) but active resources that the children can use within their play. It
has taken a bit of time for the children to become familiar with the equipment and routines of use again….after months of stopping children from
crossing over areas and playing with limited resources, we now allow the
children a wider choice and obviously play across the full yard. This has been
lovely to see, despite the adjustments for some, we know how valuable this is
to the social development for our children. Andy from South Shield has
worked with Year 1 and now Year 2 with fundamental multi skills development and our specialist gym coach has worked with all year groups. We
have lots more planned for across the year. Our safety surface has been
replaced and we are now looking at additional markings within the yard
space to encourage play. So many exciting things to look forward to!

Harvest Assembly
We managed a full school assembly on the final
Friday. It was lovely ….if a bit strange for us and
the children to all be in the hall together again!
Reverend Barker lead the assembly and Jo and
Marie from the Key Project were also a part of our
assembly and were so grateful for the Harvest donations that they were able to take away to support The Key Project in South
Shields.

Welcome to our school family Mr Platten
I am pleased to share with all parents/carers that we
successfully appointed Mr Adam Platten as the new
teacher for Class 5. It was a very rigorous process and I
must say our Year 2 school council were fantastic in their
questioning as well as their feedback! Mrs O’Donnell and
myself were so impressed and proud. Mr Platten will be
making arrangements to join us in school over the
coming weeks to introduce himself and I know all
parents/carers will make him feel so welcome into our
school community.

Bonfire Night!
Tonight and across over the weekend I
know that many of our families may be
attending their own and organised firework events. Please take care and stay
safe!
There is a useful web
link for additional information
https://
www.rospa.com/

Introducing Julie our Mental
Health Nurse in school

Julie Porter is our Mental Health Nurse
from Healthy Minds assigned to our
school. Having worked with Julie (mainly virtually and
over many telephone calls) over the past few months, but
then getting to know her as she has come into school to
work with some of our children, her support with our
school has been wonderful. Our plan was to introduce
Julie to our families through some drop ins into school,
but with the current restrictions, we aren’t able to at this
point –we will when we can make it happen though! If
any parents would like to discuss the support Julie can
offer, please do not hesitate to get in touch with myself or
Mrs O’Donnell for further information.

Hurray! The Reading Shed has landed!
So...like many of you will be aware, timber has
been incredibly difficult to receive over the past
few months! We ordered our reading shed back
in June, hoping for the delivery before the summer holidays! Well, after many phonecalls,
emails in order to locate the positioning of the
order we now have it! Mr Orr is going to build
it (it came in panels!!) and hopefully it will soon be in position for the
children to enjoy reading for pleasure outdoors as well as indoors! I
think we will need a few rugs and blankets for this time of the year!
But again...we are very excited! THANK YOU—it was YOUR contributions from the book fair and PTA donations that allowed us to purchase it. It really shows that your support makes a difference!!

