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Dear Parents/Carers,
This last half term has just whizzed by us and we will soon be into our final term of the year! Wow!
Our Year 2’s have made us proud with their efforts throughout May with their end of key stage assessments. They have managed the change in
routines very well and both Mrs O’Donnell and Mrs Munslow have commented on their perseverance and resilience across this time—well
done Year 2!
Year 1’s have also been working hard moving through some practises of the Phonics Screening Test which will take place in June. This is the
Government’s check of the children’s ability to decode using phonics skills and the children are asked to read real and nonsense words. I know
Miss Rutherford and Mrs Davies will be sending some extra practise bits for across the May half term for the children to dip into and keep their
skills sharp—so any practise will be useful –thank you! They also had an amazing time at Beamish this week which has consolidated their History work in class and has been a lovely end to their topic.
Reception have been super busy finding out about Spring and signs of Spring and have used texts such as The Little Red Hen to help develop
writing skills. We also had some exciting visitors in school—Living Eggs! This enabled the children to watch the chicks hatch and they had us all
engrossed....even all of the staff!!Their trip to Hall Hill Farm was a lovely way to put all of the things they have learnt into practice—they had a
lovely day!
Our final term will include a selection of activity weeks. We have planned our annual Health and Fitness Week on w/b 2nd July. Weather permitting...our Sports Day will be on Wednesday 4th July at 1.30. The children will also showcase their dances they have been working on as part
of their PE sessions as part of this fun afternoon. Mrs Sangray has also organised some special sports coaches to work with our children across
the week too. We can’t wait!
Our Reception children have enjoyed their music taster classes with Ele across the term—I hope they have shared these sessions with you!
There will be a short concert for Reception parents with our Year 2 children on Tuesday 5th June at 4pm. I really would encourage all Reception
parents of children interested in taking up either the violin and cello to pop along to this concert to showcase what the programme is all about.
There will be a short chat afterwards with Helen and myself to talk through the process and expectations. This really is a wonderful opportunity for our young children and I hope to see you there.
Best Wishes,
Miss Holt

A few reminders for everyone’s safety...
Could I please remind parents to ensure we have an up to date telephone number for parents and emergency contact details in the school office. I am aware that
sometimes numbers can change when phones are updated, so please ensure we have notification of the new number. This is incredibly important so we can always
have a port of call in case of an emergency. Many Thanks.
Just a reminder that it is important that parents/carers see their child into the school entrances safely on a morning. Each door is supervised by members of staff, but
the yard is not and it is parents’ responsibility to ensure the children are seen into school safely. On an evening, please ensure that you make yourself clearly visible to
your child. This may mean moving a little closer once your child’s class is exiting to ensure your child and class teacher can clearly see you. As you can appreciate the
yard is a busy area and safeguarding of all our children is paramount. Many Thanks.

GDPR 25th May 2018
As many parents may be aware, the new Data Protection Regulations come into effect on 25th May 2018. This will effect how we
collect information from yourselves from this point forward.. We have added our Privacy Notice onto our website for your reference.

A few Diary Dates coming up...







Friday 25th May - School Finishes for half term
Return to School—Monday 4th June
Tuesday 5th June—Tempest Photography—Class Photographs
Monday 11th June—Friday 15th June—Phonics Screening Week for Year 1’s and Y2 retakes
Wednesday 13th June—Year 2 to Souter Lighthouse—more details to follow!
Wednesday 20th June 4pm and 5.15pm—New Reception Parents’ Meeting in school
W/B 2nd July—Health and Fitness week in school
Weather permitting....Sports Day Wednesday 4th July 1.30pm.

Miss Holt loves a quote!
‘If nothing ever changed, there would be no butterflies’
Unknown
Staffing updates...
I am delighted to inform parents that we have appointed a new teacher in school. Mrs Verity will be joining us in September and will be our
Curriculum Lead as well as English lead in school. We are all very excited and hope for lots of new ideas to continue to build on our brilliant
curriculum even further. This was an incredibly difficult decision for all Governors as the standards of all applicants was very high but we are sure
Mrs Verity will complement our staffing team further and I know parents and carers will make her feel welcome as the new term begins.

Transition Updates
To keep parents fully informed of arrangements for transitions in the last half term I have included all the key dates we have planned in for our
children in school.
Year 2 children transferring to the Junior school...
We have planned in lots of visits to support our Year 2’s as they transfer to the Junior school
Friday 8th June— Mr Shenton will visit East Boldon Infants for our celebration assembly
Monday 18th June The children will have a tour of the school, enjoy an assembly and a playtime before returning back to school.
Monday 25th June and Tuesday 26th June—One class each day will go across to the juniors and enjoy a lesson with Mr Shenton in the ICT suite.
Monday 9th July—All children will visit the Junior School for lunch and meet their new teachers.
In school transition...
We have two sessions in place for the children to spend time with their new class teachers and in their classrooms:
Friday 22nd June 11.30-12.00 and Friday 29th June 11.30-12. This will allow a little getting to know each other time!
Moving up afternoon will be Tuesday 17th July. On this afternoon, Year 2 children will spend the afternoon at the juniors with their new teachers. Parents of the Year 2 children will be invited to attend a meeting and will collect the children from their classes on this afternoon. Further
details will follow from the Junior school after half term.
Infant children in Reception and Year 1 presently will spend the afternoon with their new teachers in Year 1 and 2. They will complete some fun
activities—artwork/drawings, maybe a little writing. Parents will be asked to collect their children from their new classes on this afternoon.
Details of all class changes and new teachers will be given after half term, with a recap of all transition plans. Many thanks!

Parking Updates
Can I please ask all parents to be mindful of the safety of everyone when parking at pick up and drop off times. We
know it is incredibly busy at these times and we continue to liaise with the Local Authority as best ways to support
us. Our Year 2 children will be working with the Parking Team in the next half term to address this further.

Highlights....
Thank you for all of the donations of plants that have helped make
our hanging baskets and plant pots a little more colourful! Mr Orr
has been busy but it is nice to see some colour in our yard areas.

Year 1 enjoyed a lovely day at Beamish! I’m sure they will agree after
their classroom experience at Beamish that they love our school even
more!
Reception had lots of fun at Hall Hill Farm and spent lots of time with
the animals and a fun tractor ride!
Well Done to our Year 2’s who completed their End of Key Stage Assessments. Mrs O’Donnell and Mrs Munslow have been super impressed
with their efforts and resilience. We are all really proud of you.
We had a lovely afternoon celebrating the wedding of Prince Harry to
Meghan Markle! Our assemblies across the week focussed on British values and you may have noticed our
change of displays in the entrance ways!

Parent Teacher Association
Shorts and Shades Summer Discos in School!
Reception—Monday 9th July
Year 1—Tuesday 10th July
Year 2—Wednesday 11th July
All discos are from 4pm—5pm in the school hall..
There will be music/games/drinks and a cake/
biscuit.

Further details and information about
tickets will follow after half term—
keep the dates in your
diary!

